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_ Now that the New Year is here is 
bit mot possible to make some New 

ear resolutions? Quite a lot are 
| needed. Perhaps one of the first things 
most Labour folk should resolve is 
that this year they will get right away 
from the old penny-farthing ideas of 
Party. 

The inferiority complex of so many 
‘Labour people is one to be pitied. Why 
_should Labour be a poor Party? To 
‘be born in poverty, or to be of the 
| poor, is not to be always poor. Why 
should political Labour be poor and 
‘industrial Labour comparatively rich? 


That we have always asked for pen- 
nies rather than for shillings is prob- 
;ably at the root of the whole matter. 
Years ago we talked in terms of penny 
.affiliation fees, and that started it: 
“now the penny is less than half its 
‘then value we still ask for a penny 
(no more) per week, as the price of a 
better Britain, not to mention the New 
‘Heaven and the New Earth which 
Socialists are expected to create. 


After all, we have only ourselves to 
blame that our Parties are in the main 
empty-coffered and embarrassed, timid 
and afraid to venture; that so many 
of them are not only niggardly, but 
\haven’t the go and the guts to take 
the big view or the bold step when- 
ever bigness and boldness are de- 
manded. Quite truly most Labour 
Parties today want a new elixir of 
ife, and a second dose of courage for 
the task we have taken in hand. Can 
the men and women of goodwill in 
he Party make this early resolve for 
1938: that their Party shall be bolder 
-and better, bigger and braver, during 
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the ensuing year; less halting, less dis- 
couraged, more vigorous, doubly 
aggressive, and in all ways more 
worthy of the Socialist profession, and 
of the aims we have in view? If 
Socialists will make this resolve, the 
practice of it will not be so difficult. 
Never was the case for the Socialist 
solution so palpable, so convincing, 
more urgent than today, and the 
masses and the ciasses can afford the 
price of their emancipation. Why on 
earth don’t we demand it—as enthu- 
siastically as we used to demand eman- 
cipation itself? 


But if Parties are to reform; to take 
an uplift generally; to cease to be 
skinny and skinflint; to give generously; 
to ask in bold measures, and to set 
the example, and the lead, by bold 
measures themselves, then in all our 
Parties there must be a new spirit all 
round. That cantankerousness born 
of our discontent with the evils of our 
social system, which has crept into our 
Movement, eaten into its structure and 
sapped the spirit and the comradeship 
of all too many of us, must cease. 
Comradeship is something more than 
a name for brothers in arms. It spells 
more than ever the majority of Labour 
folk put into it. It means more. It 
is more. Comradeship cannot be de- 
fined or measured. In its last analysis 
it is Socialism itself. But we need 
more of it, heaps more of it in Party 
meetings, in Party relationships; in the 
conduct of our business, and every- 
where where Labour functions. A 
worthy New Year’s resolve would be 
to drop old contentions and from the 
Annual Meeting onwards march in 
greater strength to bigger and better 
effort. 
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FOR 1938 


Will you 


RUN A BIG MEMBERSHIP DRIVE ? 


ORGANISE A BUMPER PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN ? 


GET THE BIGGEST-EVER MAY-DAY ? 


FIX A GALA AND SPORTS EVENT? 


ORGANISE SEASIDE AND HOLIDAY TRIPS? 


MAKE MONEY ON A BAZAAR? 


RUN A RECORD DANCE SERIES ? 


START THAT LOCAL LABOUR PAPER? 


OR WILL YOU BUILD? 


5 BE BIGGER AND BIGGER nis38 


RUN A RECORD YEAR 
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THINK IT OVER 


Will your Party Run a Big Member- 
ship Drive? 

And why not? In six issues of the 
‘Labour Organiser” last year great suc- 
cessful Parties told how they raised 
their membership. ‘They did not brag 
about their success. They told you in 
simple terms just how they set about 
building, and in most cases their 
methods were just such as your Party 
can copy. Romford disclosed the 
secrets of its seven thousand members; 
Woolwich, Whitechapel, Nuneaton, 
Newport, Greenwich, Camberwell, 
Ilford, Limehouse. Deptford, East Ham 
North, Altrincham, Southampton, Sun- 
derland, Oldham, Norwich, Harrow, 
Llandaff and Barry, Rochdale, Enfield 
—is there not one here which matches 
your constituency? They told their 
story, and it is in our back numbers 
. for you to read. Why not take the 
best New Year’s resolution of all, i.e., 
to. launch a great Membership Drive 
and to sustain it during the year? 


Will you Organise a Record 
Propaganda Campaign? 

Inexorably we are marching towards 
the next General Election. This year, 
next year, makes no matter—if the 
work of conversion has been done. But 
the opportunity to make converts is 
now. There will be no such oppor- 
tunity when the election is here. After 
all, this suggestion simply means that 
you fall in with pians already made 
to attack the mass ignorance of the 
British electorate; that your Party takes 
its part in the great literature cam- 
paign; the campaign of indoor and 
outdoor meetings, and the publicity 
efforts which Headquarters have 
schemed out. Stand still and _ be 
beaten if you will; if not your Party 
must get on with the job—and on with 
it in earnest. Socialist victory is worth 
striving for. 


What About the Biggest-Ever May 
Day? 
On May Day we celebrate the 
solidarity of the workers throughout 
the world. What a mockery in the 
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present state of civilisation, unless 
somehow this year we can convey to 
the masses in other countries the real 
sincerity and earnestness of the British 
worker to see justice done, and to 
establish the reign of Peace. May 
Day this year shouid have special sig- 


nificance, but you cannot organise suc- — 


cessful May Day events on April 
Fool’s Day, or after it. Book speakers 
now; make plans now; establish Com- 
mittees now; call meetings now; issue 
circulars now, and prepare for Labour’s 
world-wide holiday. 

A Gala and Sports Event. 


Over tour hundred Divisional Parties 
have always before them real _possi- 
bilities for running a Gala and Sports 
event. Look at the advertising value 
attached to these events. Don’t let one 
failure or one wet day bar your enter- 
prise for ever. Insure these events; 
organise well ahead, and advertise well. 
If it pays chapels and churches and all 
sorts of local societies to run a Gala 
Day, it will pay you. Much the same 
can be said of flower shows. They 
may be big or little, and they interest 
many folk immensely. An allotment 
boom is coming very shortly. If not 
this year, it will come next year (un- 
less the world changes its mind). Why 
not interest the Adams of the world 
before somebody else gets hold of 
them. There is money and interest in 
flower shows. 


Holiday Trips for Making Money. 
Many enterprising Local Parties 
have made substantial sums of money 
each year out of well-organised rail 
and road trips. Perhaps the rail trips 
pay best. The Railway Companies will 
give you 7% per cent. commission on 
two hundred day trippers, and special 
fares, or the same commission on four 
hundred half-day trippers. The scope 
is endless, and the marvel ig that 
every Party isn’t on the job. One 
Party ran seven special trains to 
Blackpool. People will holiday. Why 
nor therefore share in their enjoyment 
with profit to the funds, plus a great 
advertisement for the Party? 
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Something for 1938 


About Bazaars. 


i5 


Bazaars are a time-honoured method 
of raising money, and of increasing 
the number of Party supporters. We 


knew once of {1,000 cleared by a 
Labour Bazaar; it is a common occur- 


rence to clear from {50 to f100, and 


events where several hundred pounds 


_ are cleared are not so rare. Here, then, 


is a big event which might clear your 


_ Party’s debt, give 1t the funds for the 


next election. 


Long and careful pre- 
paration is necessary, and some useful 
hints by Hinley Atkinson were pub- 
lished in our issue for August, 1936. 
Seek advice when running a Bazaar for 


_ the first time, and begin early. 


Shall We Dance? 

William Morris, though a Victorian, 
caught and taught the spirit which 
makes the dance floor the very hearth- 
stone of Socialist rejoicing. And why 
not? Away, you middle-aged and 
aged frowners who keep young people 
away from the Party as an old cat 
drives away in time her kittens. 
Dancing is for Socialists, and for the 
life of us we cannot understand why 
Socialists don’t do more to provide for 
themselves, especially as there is a nice 
profit if dances are modern, well-con- 
ducted, and managed on sensible lines. 
The world waits to dance, why not 
join us? 

Will You Build? 

A year or two ago we gave some 
excellent examples of courageous 
building by Local Labour folk. Why 
pay rent when everybody today talks 
of owning? With half the efforts that 
the Methodists of the last century 
put into the matter of building their 
chapels, Labour could have a chain of 
magnificent halls and premises 
throughout the country, the like of 
which has not been seen in any land. 
The Party which is to build a new 
Jerusalem in this green and pleasant 
land ought not to be content with 
ramshackle premises, top room garrets, 
and back-stair entrances. Nor do our 
members suffer these things for them- 
selves. Should the Party’s home be 
any less substantial, attractive or clean 
than the individual home? To build 
wants courage. How many in your 
Party will pluck up the courage to 
face this problem in 1938? 


More Labour Papers Wanted. 


The replies we have received in 
response to our, request for information 
as to existent local Labour newspapers, 
shows us that many Parties are “con- 
sidering.” Can all this consideration 
be turned to practical effect this year? 
Labour ought today to be controlling 
some hundreds of local Labour sheets. 
We lag behind, and this deficiency 
must be made good if we are to suc- 
cessfully combat the great forces 
arrayed against us. Suggest to your 
Party that they immediately consider 
afresh the propositions for the estab- 
lishment of Labour papers which are 
put forward by two or three Labour 
firms specialising in this matter. A 
local newspaper is not only a mouth- 
piece, it is an advertisement, an en- 
couragement to members, and a demon- 
stration of strength and sagacity to 
the unconverted. 

In 1938, light a torch! 


TYPEWRITERS 
DUPLICATORS 


GUARANTEED - SERVICE - SUPPLIES 
OFFICE FURNITURE 
THE EXPERTS CO. 
55, COWCROSS ST. (Opposite Farringdon 
Met. Station) LONDON, E.C.| 
CLERKEN WELL 7434 EASY TERMS 


OVER THREE THOUSAND 
MEMBERS. OVER THREE 
THOUSAND SALES OF “YOUR 
BRITAIN”—NOT SATISFIED. 


We gather from No. 16 of the New- 
port Labour Party’s Monthly Bulletin 
to its readers, that over three thousand 
copies of “Your Britain” were sold in 
Newport. But it is stated there are 
16,000 houses in Newport, and every 
Ward Committee is urged to continue 
their efforts until each of the other 
13,000 houses has made a_ purchase. 
We note, too, that though Newport has 
over three thousand members and a 
magnificent income therefrom, that 
there is to be an endeavour during 1938 
to enrol three thousand new members, 
and thus make sure of capturing the 
Parliamentary seat for Labour. Good 
luck to a worth-while Labour Party. 


THE EDITOR SENDS A PERSONAL MESSAGE—NEXT MONTH! 


6 THE LABOUR~ ORGANISER. 


THE PARTY AT WORK 


ADDITIONAL CANDIDATURES 
ENDORSED BY N.E.C. 
22nd DECEMBER, 1937 


Kent: Maidstone—Mr. O. L. Shaw, 
East Sutton, Nr. Maidstone, Kent. 
Lancs.: Liverpool, Exchange.—Mrs. 
E. M. Braddock, 25, Freehold Street, 
Fairfield, Liverpool, 7; Liverpool, 
Wavertree, Mr. C. Kenyon, Scarr 
Barn Farm, Crawshawbooth, Rossen- 
dale; Liverpool, Mossley—Mr. W. 
Wilcock, 35, Westhoughton Road, 
Adlingion, Nr. Chorley, Lancs. 
Ix1cs.: South—Mr. Max E. Davies, 
The Green Door, Blaby, Leicester. 
Lonpon: Wandsworth, Streatham, — 
Mr. A. E. Appelbe, 7, New Square, 

Lincoln’s Inn, W. C.2. 

Srarrs.: Lichfield——Mr. C. C. Poole, 
185, Coalpool Lane, Walsall, Staffs. 
SurFoLK: Woodbridge—Mr. John M. 
Stewart, 26, Geneva Road, Ipswich. 
SurREY:. -Wimbledon—Mr. A. E. 
Baxter, 3, Durrington Park” Road, 

Wimbledon, S.W.20. 


NEW LABOUR PARTY 
PUBLICATIONS - . 


During the last month three new 
useful publications have come to hand 
from the Labour Party. 

1. “Children’s Charter.” This new 
pamphlet is intended to indicate the 
social provisions which Labour claims 
should be made for the nation’s chil- 
dren. The pamphlet was prepared by 
the Standing Joint Committee of 
Industrial Women’s Organisation, and 
is a reprint of the report that body 
presented to the last National Con- 
ference of Labour Women. 

2. “Labour’s Fair Rent Policy.” The 
present grave threat to rent control 
makes this publication very timely. 
The pamphlet is, in fact, the evidence 
presented by the National Council of 
Labour to the Government Committee 
on the Rent Restrictions Acts, and it 
may be taken therefore as presenting 
in detail and in full the official policy 
of the Labour Movement backed by 
facts and figures. If Labour is wise, 
rent control will figure largely in com- 
ing electoral contests, and the pamphlet 
should be used widely to arm Labour’s 
exponents with our case. 


3. Songs for Labour Gatherings. 
This reprint of songs was needed, 
because Local Labour Parties found 
the former issue at twopence each was 
too expensive to allow for free distri- 
bution at local meetings. The 14 songs 
now collected and published are those 
found to be most popular at Labour 
gatherings, and at 12/- per thousand, 
free distribution at propaganda meet- 
ings is made easy. 


RECORD LITERATURE SALES 


1937 broke all records (apart from 
General Elections) in the sale and dis- 
tribution of Labour Party pamphlets 
and booklets. Over a million and a 
quarter were disposed of. Although 
the special circumstances of the issue 
of “Your Britain” and the Immediate 
Programme account for a great deal, 
the efforts of nearly 550 Literature 
Secretaries have brought the totals well 
over 1936, even if the sales of these 
two publications are deducted.’ 


APPOINT THAT LITERATURE 
SECRETARY 

Will Divisional Secretaries please 
note that the Annual General Meet- 
ing is an excellent opportunity to 
secure the appointment of a Literature 
Secretary. The National Executive 
regard this officer as one of the most 
important in the Party machine, and 
no Local Party organisation is com- 
plete until] such an appointment is 
made. 

Secretaries should advise Hea Office 
of the name and address of the new 
Literature Secretaries as soon as they 
are appointed. 

Literature Secretaries should also 
prepare a report of the literature work 
for the past months for their Annual 
Meetings. They are also desired to 
send a report to Head Office. This is 
important. 


WILL YOU HELP US 
BY RECOMMENDING 
THE “L.O.” ? 


Tue Epiror 
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_ .LABOUR’S COST OF LIVING 

‘ : CAMPAIGN | é 
_ The Labour Party has taken up in 
earnest the national propaganda cam- 
_paign under. the above heading, which 
was launched. by the Standing. Joint 
Committce “of Industrial Women’s 
Organisations. Women in particular 
are interested in this matter, and in 
cennection with the campaign a 
gigantic petition is being prepared. It 
is hoped to send a deputation to the 
Prime Minister in February, and there 
is a desire in the meantime to collect 
an enormous number of signatures to 
the petition. 

~ Petition forms have been circulated, 
and others may be obtained on appli- 
cation to Miss Mary Sutherland, Chief 
Women Officer of the Party. 

The National Executive Committee 
trust that local organisations through- 
out the country will give their assis- 
tance in this campaign. Two leaflets 
have been published which should be 
widely circulated. They are: 

“The Prices Are Rising,” 2 pp- 5s- 

er 1,000 carriage paid. 

“My Family’s Food Costs More and 
More,” 4 pp. 6s. per 1,000 carriage 
paid. 

The above two leaflets deal with 
bread and butter matters, and should 
therefore make a hit if properly and 
extensively used. As our readers are 
aware a number of Women’s Com- 
mittees and Councils have already 
arranged Conferences or public meet- 
ings in connection with the campaign. 


HAVE YOU A PRESS CORRES- 
PONDENT? 

In the early days of Socialist propa- 
ganda more attention was paid to the 
importance of “letters to the Editor” 
than seems to be attached to that 
method of propaganda to-day. 

Correspondence in the local press is 
one of the best accepted means of 
publicity as it is the cheapest. It is 
difficult. to comprehend how the 
Socialist Press Correspondent has 
gradually ceased his activities, until 
to-day the initiative in press corres: 
pondence has actually passed to other 
and much newer organisations, to wit 
the P.P.U., which is extremely active 
in the press. 

One of the reasons maybe why 
Labour paid more attention to press 
correspondence in the young propa- 


ganda days was because there seemed 
to be more novelty about our views; 
our views appeared to be more. chal- 
lenging, and the Editor was quite sure 
that there would be an ample supply 
of acceptors to the Socialist challenge. 
He is not so sure to-day. 

But are Labour’s views so stale or so 
orthodox that there is nothing new 
to write about; no note of challenge to 
the complacency of the existing order, 
and nothing to encourage our budding 
Davids to challenge all and sundry in 
the press? Ea dat 

To say yes to all this is to deny 
the Socialist faith, and its capacity for 
adapting its proposals to changing 
needs. There is more to-day to write 
about than ever, and if Labour Parties 
would pay some attention to the choice 
and appointment of Press Correspon- 
dents a widened circle of interested 
enquirers would soon be found. 

As we write we have an example 
before us of a young crusader, not 
always right in his facts or arguments, 
but sincere in his expressions, persis- 
tent in his work. This gent has suc- 
ceeded in arousing public interest in 
his home town. He is doing deadly 
work :f he did but know it. And the 
harvest will come. Cannot we encour- 
age more Press Correspondents to enter 
the field, and so spread Labour’s pro- 
posals cheaply and effectively in the 
Jand of the Philistines? 


A special National Conference on 
Unemployment and the Distressed 
Areas, convened by the National Coun- 
cil of Labour, is to be held on January 
agth, in the Caxton Hall, London, S.W. 
The Conference is open to all organ- 
isations affiliated to the T.U.C. and the 
Labour Party, and it is to discuss the 
question of Unemployment with par- 
ticular reference to the Distressed 
Areas. Mr. George Dailas, Chairman 
of the Labour Party, will preside at 
the morning session, and Mr, H. H. 
Elvin, Chairman of the T.U.C., will be 
chairman at the afternoon session. The 
chief speakers are to be Rt. Hon. Cc. R. 
Attlee, M.P., and Sir Walter Citrine 
at the morning and afternoon sessions 
respectively. 

Constituency Parties, Trades Coun- 
cils and such organisations may 
appoint one representative each to the 
Conference, and there is no delegation 
fee. The morning session opens at 9-30 
a.m. and the afternoon at 2 p.m. 
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Secrecy for Blind Voter. 


Question. From a paragraph in the 
November “Labour Organiser” I note 
that blind persons can now be assisted 
by a relative when endeavouring to 
vote. But what about it if blind 
persons do not wish their relatives to 
know how they vote, and if their poli- 
tical opinions differ from their rela- 
tives’? Is there not a new danger of 
fraud, and at least an infringement of 
the secrecy of the ballot in a way that 
can lead to trouble and perhaps per- 
secution for the blind person? 

Answer. The penalties for blindness 
are many, not the least of them being 
due to the extent to which the blind 
must rely upon the good faith and 
honesty of less unfortunate people. 
Only when we have machine voting 
will the blind voter be on an absolute 
equality with others. At the same 
time our correspondent overlooks the 
precautions which the law has laid 
down in this matter. 

A blind person has two ways in 
which he can vote, if in fact he has 
not a third, because there is nothing 
in the law which prevents him from 
attempting to vote in the ordinary 
way, and this is, at any rate, a course 
which the partially blind would doubt- 
less try to take. 

It should be quite clear that the 
provisions laid down by the Ballot 
Act, 1827, whereby a blind person’s 
vote might be recorded by the Pre- 
siding Officer, are still in force, but 
whether the ballot paper be marked 
by the Presiding Officer or by a com- 
panion, the voting is not entirely 
secret, as certain persons must be 
aware of how the vote is cast, although 
all persons concerned have been sworn 
to secrecy. 

Where a voter declares that he is 
incapacitated by blindness from voting 
in the ordinary way, the Presiding 
Officer, in the presence of the Agents 
of the candidates or such of them as 
are in attendance, may “cause the 


WE ANSWER 
QUESTIONS HERE 


voter’s ballot paper to be marked as 
directed by him and placed in the 
ballot box.” It is not clear that the 
Presiding Officer is under any compul- 
sion to clear the station of constables 
or even of other voters, provided he 
takes due steps to secure secrecy. 

Where a blind voter elects to have 
his yote cast by a companion, such 
companion may accompany the blind 
voter (after the formalities have been 
complied with) to the voting compart- 
ment, and may there “assist” the 
blind voter in marking the paper. This 
is not too clear, though presumably 
what is meant is that the blind person 
must hold the pencil and the com- 
panion direct the marking. The law 
does not seem to anticipate the mark- 
ing of the paper by the companion, 
although we submit that such course 
is quite permissible. It should be 
noted that the companion is forbidden 
to disclose how the blind voter has 
voted. 

By the way, no person may act as 
companion for more than two blind 
voters at the same election, and the 
“companion” must be either father, 
mother, brother, sister, husband or 
wife, son or daughter of the blind 
person, or be entitled themselves to 
vote at the election. 


Is a Petition Worth While? 


Question. At a recent by-election 
for our District Council, in which we 
lost the seat, we know of bribery and 
have ample evidence promised. What 
I should like to know is 

(1) When will be the latest date for 

us to take action? 

(2) Will it involve us in any cost, 

and if so, how much? 

(3) Would Head Office take the 

matter up and provide the funds? 

Answer. We cannot too strongly 
express our view that election petitions 
rarely benefit the petitioning side. 
Whatever the provocation, we believe 
that there are more effective ways of 
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counteracting dishonest tactics than 
by lodging a petition. 

_ This is not to say we would dis- 
courage a petition under all circuin- 
stances, for sometimes a public example 
must be made, though the same thing 
may sometimes be achieved by laying 
all the facts before the Chief of Police, 
or even by communicating the facts 
to the Home Office. In this connec- 
tion, we advise our correspondent to 
again read an article by “Jack Cutter” 
which appeared in our November issue. 
_ Although our correspondent states 
he has “ample evidence,” we ourselves, 
from practical experience, know what 
that evidence sometimes amounts to. 
Even proof of the receipt of money is 
‘not conclusive evidence of bribery, for 
the intent to corrupt must be estab- 
lished. 

“Hard swearing,” otherwise blank 
denials, may always be expected, and 
corroborative evidence must be very 
strong to withstand this, while there 
is always the risk of recipients failing 
to give evidence, contradicting them- 
selves, and at the least of them proving 
thoroughly unreliable in the witness 
box. The person who receives is not 
ordinarily of a very high character or 
standing. 

If, however, our friends must go on, 
we advise them that legal help is 
essential from the commencement. As 
'to cost, we should not anticipate any- 
.thing less than £50, and the total bill 
may quite conceivably reach several 
times this figure. That depends upon 
the costs of witnesses, the fees of 
Counsel briefed, not to mention the 


question of whether one loses or wins, 
or has to pay the costs of the respon- 
dent. 

The period in which a petition must 
be launched is 21 days after the day 
on which the election is held (under 
certain circumstances 28 days from the 
date of an offence is allowed) (Munici- 
pal Corporations Act, 1882, Section 88). 

Regarding the possibility of the 
Labour Party taking over the cost of 
a petition, this we should imagine is 
an unlikely contingency. We are not 
aware of any precedent, and even 
where a question of considerable public 
interest arose, we should imagine that 
the National Executive Committee 
would regard the contingencies of an 
election as entirely a matter for local 
finance. 

There is a further possibility which 
our friends must remember, and that 
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is that when a petition is launched 
the respondent may appeal to the 
Courts tor security as to costs, and the 
petitioner may be required to deposit 
in Court a suificient sum of money to 
guarantee costs to the respondent in 
case of failure of the petition. 

We have entered thus fully into the 
matter because the question is one on 
which we have often been asked for 
advice, and we think that the stark 
facts might be better known. 


Where to Borrow Books. 


Question. With all this talk of Left 
Book Clubs, Right Book Clubs, books 
on the never, six guinea books for 
4s. gd. (“Daily Herald”), etc., etc., 
would it not be worth while for the 
Labour Party to start a Book Club, or 
at any rate to start lending books for 
the use of local Secretaries, local 
Councillors, and others? Surely it 
should pay the shepherd to look after 
his flock. , 

Answer. We are afraid the prospect 
our friend opens up would hardly prove 
attractive to the N.E.C. There are 
more snags in the matter than our 
friend imagines, and we _ cannot 
imagine the Labour Party involving 
itself in the complications and cost 
which such a scheme would entail. 

At the same time our friend may be 
reminded that there is such a service 
already existing in the Labour Move- 
ment. The Fabian Society, which is 
affiliated to the Labour Party, have for 
many years run a travelling library 
scheme. 

The Library consists of about 5,000 
volumes, and boxes of books contain- 
ing 20 to 25 books selected in accord- 
ance with the wishes of the subscribing 
Society and exchangeable quarterly (or 
when desired) are lent out to Societies 
with a limit of four boxes of books 
per annum. This is a scheme which 
it seems to us is worthy of more 
general use, and it is a scheme which 
certainly should be more widely known 
than it is. 

Any Local Labour Party may avail 
itself of the travelling Library scheme 
for a payment of ios. per year, which 
should be sent to the Secretary of the 
Fabian Society, 11, Dartmouth Street, 
Westminster, S.W.1. 

Payment of this sum is not an affi- 
liation fee, though Local Parties may 
affiliate to the Fabian Society on pay- 
ment of an annual fee of {1 1s. od. 
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NEWSPAPERS. 
1. : ; WILL READERS PLEASE NOTE 
Details of the following papers were THAT THE SALE OF 


received too late for inclusion in first 

st. These and others will be pub- ) 
fea in second list next month, List COLLECTO RS 

if duplicated papers next month. 

ouTH-WeEsT BETHNAL GREEN CITIZEN. CONTRI BUTION 
ORTH-East BETHNAL GREEN CITIZEN. 

ACTON CITIZEN. BOO KS 
ORTH BATTERSEA CITIZEN. 
Sow AND BROMLEY CITIZEN. 
INSBURY CITIZEN. 

Sast FutHam CITIZEN. THE LABOUR PARTY 
ORTH HAMMERSMITH CITIZEN. 
NDON CITIZEN. 

LFORD CITIZEN. 

ORTH KENSINGTON CITIZEN. 


+ 
- 


is now undertaken by 


to whom all orders should be 
sent. 


SHOREDITCH CITIZEN. Will reader h tinue t 
NortH TorreNuaM CiTIzen. Ree orcspondence a ee 
<SLEWORTH CITIZEN. DALE END, BIRMINGHAM, 


| ne ae again please note our alteration 
WVoop GREEN CITIZEN. & Son 
of address? 


AST LEWISHAM CITIZEN. 
NTRAL SOUTHWARK CITIZEN. SEE FOOT OF LAST PAGE 
NJoRTH SOUTHWARK CITIZEN. OF COVER 


Dewsbury CITIZEN. 


THAT LABOUR 
MONTHLY 


“IS RAL TIS 


| Bie time to time we have published in 
“The Labour Organiser” unsolicited testi- 
monials from satisfied customers, for whom 
we print their 

LABOUR MONTHLY 

Repeated testimonials of our co-operation 
come to hand. 

With our increased staff and equipment we 
are able to serve a few more Parties, and we 
invite your enquiries. ; 

We make a speciality of a demy folio size 


| of 8 pages, comprising 4 pages special local The principal has 
matter and 4 pages of good, current stock many years’ journal- 
matter. Ample authoritative propaganda pe: viagra) apd 
features from which to select. Deer ith tha 


Let us quote you (quantity should be stated). Labour Movement. 


RIPLEY PRINTING SOCIETY LIMITED 


33, NOTTINGHAM ROAD, RIPLEY, DERBYS. 
(T.U.—45 HOURS) 


MONTH—CONGRATULATIONS ARE ALREADY 


OUR 200th NUMBER NEXT 
POURING IN! 


14 THE LABOUR ORGANISER. 


THE CURSE OF CARS 


Labour Agents and Secretaries every- 
where will wish the best of luck to 
Major J. Milner, M.P., when, on the 
1oth February, he moves the Motor 
Car (Elections) Bill in the House. 

I am sure he will welcome your help, 
and if you have evidence of the use of 
cars in overwhelming numbers, to the 
unfair disadvantage of Labour candi- 
dates, you could do worse than drop 
him a line giving him brief details of 
such instances. Major J. Milner, M.P., 
House of Commons, S.W.1, will find 
him, but be sure to get such letters off 
before 1st February so that he has a 
fair chance to sort out and classify 
such evidence. 

It is indeed high time the matter 
received public attention. The position 
grows worse every year. Until a decade 
ago the possession of a motor car for 
private pleasure was a luxury confined 
to the affluent, and an income of round 
about £1,000 was needed before a car 
was considered. Election cars were 
comparatively few in numbers in those 
days and only a small proportion of a 
candidate’s supporters could be carried 
to the poll in them. Many people 
were chary of using them and we could 
regard their use by our opponents with 
equanimity, knowing that ten minutes’ 
work by a few good “knockers-up” just 
after six would bring up as many voters 
as the cars had done all day. 

All that has changed. The develop- 
ment and popularity of the small, 
cheap car has extended car ownership 
to practically every middle class 
family. No suburban builder dare 
build a villa without a garage or 
Space for one. Practically every 
Conservative candidate can secure the 
use of as many cars on polling day 
as will cover every promise on his can- 
vass. It is not an uncommon thing 
fcr a single candidate to have 500 cars 
at his disposal all day long while his 
Labour opponent thinks himself lucky 
tc have about 20 for an hour or two 
in the evening. 

In thickly-populated areas the result 
is a nightmare for the police, who will 


JACK CUTTER ON 


MAJOR MILNER’S BILL 


surely back Major Milner’s proposals 
for restriction. The schools used for 
polling booths are more often than 
not in narrow or busy streets. Squad- 
rons of cars dash up, wait impatiently 
on both sides of the road and roar 
away again. Swarms of children, 
excited by all this hubbub, cluster on 
and around the swiftly accelerating 
vehicles and elderly people, sedately 
walking to the poll, cross the road at 
peril of their lives. 

As the hour for closing the poll 
draws near there seems to be some- 
thing in the atmosphere which turns 
the most careful driver into a gibber- 
ing road hog. He swerves his corners, 
reverses with his foot down, ignores 
signals, cuts in, sneers at the speed 
limit, stands snorting his engine with 
his headlights full on, loses all respect 
for his engine, brakes, tyres and bat- 
tery and almost foams at the mouth 
in a foolish frenzy of carelessness. If 
you think the picture is overdrawn, 
stand outside a busy polling booth 
about 7.30 p.m. on polling. day and 
watch them for five minutes. 1 

Many Tory Agents have developed a 
new technique in dealing with their 
cars. The old system of each cat 
reporting at a central depét for instruc- 
tions and being plastered up with 
labels has become impossible. Oné 
cannot handle two or three hundred 
cars in one street and in a short time} 
Nowadays the real work is done before 
polling day and car lenders receive 4 
list of about 20 voters, with times an 1 
polling stations, and a covering letter 
telling them to concentrate on these 
and get them to the poll, after which 
their day’s work is done. Hence the 
spectacle, which has puzzled some 
Labour organisers, of apparently 
deserted Tory Committee Rooms with+ 
out the erstwhile queue of cars out- 
side. Hence also the absence of 
labelled cars in the streets. There is 
no need to plaster up cars which know 
their instructions and are sufficient in 
number to cover every promised vote 
on the Tories’ canvass. 
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ROTARY 
Equal work to large 
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If the presence of cars in such num- 
: serious disadvantage to 
Labour candidates in Boroughs, it is a 


very real and unfair handicap to their 
prototypes in rural divisions. 


A car 
in charge of the squire’s wife combing 


out a village is as near to undue influ- 
ence as anything I know. What can 
the poor cottager’s wife do? She may 
prefer to walk to the poll and vote 


Labour, but there is the boss’s wife on 


f the doorstep with a steely eye, a certain 


} and a determination that she will vote 
and vote in the grand lady’s own good 


knowledge that she has not yet voted, 


time. She has to ride, willy-nilly, and 


her determination to vote Labour is 
often faded out by the fear that if they 
_ know so much they might find out how 


she voted, plus an uncomfortable feel- 


_ ing that to ride in one man’s car and 


then vote for the other man is not 
playing the game. It sounds incredible, 


I know, but you can take it from me 


that there are large areas in free 


| England in which that is an exact 


picture of what happens. 


Major Milner’s Bill would prevent all 
this and would place such transport as 
was necessary at the disposal of the 
Returning Officer. Surely this meets 
all the conditions of fair and clean 
electioneering, and it will be interest- 


_ ing to hear what arguments the Tories 


will find against it. The vote will be 
a real test of their sportsmanship. We 
shall see which triumphs—their public 
school spirit or their reluctance to 
throw away a loaded dice which always 
falls in their favour. 


— TT 


Congratulations to the Labour Press 
Service on its improved first page 
heading. The use of red on yellow 
helps to confirm, what some of us have 
always maintained, i.e., that this com- 
bination is the historic Labour colours. 
Is it not a fact that the original letter 
heading of the Head Office was red on 
gold? 


THE COMING DISTRICT COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS 


Although the present year will not 

see so large a number of District 
Council elections as last year, the 
Labour Party are preparing to render 
every possible central assistance to 
those engaged in the fight. 
_A Local Government policy pamphlet 
is to be on sale, and there will also 
be a pictorial leaflet and a letterpress 
poster obtainable from the Literature 
Department. 

Two printed specimen election 
addresses will be sent to Local Parties, 
together with two specimen election 
programmes and general advice on the 
organisation of the election. 

It is a good sign that the question 
of policy at these contests is receiving 


more and more attention. Our oppo- 
nents’ protestations that policy or 
politics do not enter into Local 


Goverament affairs can be shown to be 
mistaken, and made for selfish ends, 
on almost every occasion when matters 
affecting the welfare of workers come 
up for consideration. 

Labour’s policy is different, and 
mightily different, too. But our 
general lines of thought ought to be 
more carefully studied by elected per- 
sons with a view to the ready applica- 
tion of the Socialist solution on all 
occasions. 
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A DOUBLE CENTURY NEXT MONTH. WE REJOICE—AND WILL 
CARRY ON! 


~~ 


6 THE LABOUR ORGANISER. - 


CURRENT COMMENT 


There are renewed rumours that a 
General Election is coming this year. 
The chances at the moment are that 
it will not come this year, but will 
more probably arrive in the summer 
of next year. No one can foresee what 
situations may develop which may 
force, or even postpone, an election, 
but one or two things are certain. 
When we are plunged into the turmoil 
of an election we can be certain that 
should there be a Government victory, 
conscription and the abolition of Rent 
Restriction will follow as the night fol- 
lows the day. These things should be 
rubbed home now. Conscription is 
part of the Tory game, and always has 
been if their Party had only had the 
power or the courage to enact their 
own policies in completion. Unbridled 
freedom in rent is landlord’s law, and 
that, too, is an integral part of Tory 
policy. Labour folk will be fools to 
leave the moral to be assimilated by 
the elector at the eleventh hour, when 
other confusions are deliberately added 
to the issue. We should get the above 
two facts going and rubbed home 
everywhere, and all the time. We shall 
get pledges that there will be no con- 
scription, no abolition of rent restric- 
tion, but then, did we not have Mr. 
Baldwin’s pledges about tariffs in 1931, 
and about rearmament in 1935? There 
is no reliance to be placed on Tory 
promises. Get that home, too. 


Have calendars gone out of favour 
among Labour Parties? Three only 
have reached us this year, and yet 
calendars are a welcome reminder all 
the year round, and can be a perpetual 
testimony to one’s faith when hung in 
the honoured place in the home. The 
Central Hull Labour Party sent us a 
tasteful, tear-off calendar, and_ this 
shows us the Member, Walter Wind- 
sor, M.P., broadcasting, over the loud- 
speaker, a New Year’s message to sup- 
porters. The calendar is done in two 
colours. A useful blotter containing 
the photograph of the candidate, Peter 
Freeman. also reaches us from New- 
port. The calendar is for the wholc 
year, but it takes a lot of blotters to 
last that long! 


The annual elections of officers of 
Local Parties are now taking place. 
With every year one sees a lot of new 
combinations and fresh teams. How 
will these work during the year? Now 
and again one finds rare combinations 
where Chairman and Secretary get 


along together, understand each other’s - 


strength and weaknesses, and make the 
most of them. Equally one sees execu- 
tives which seem to work as born to 
be a team, and they achieve results 
accordingly. 


It is not easy to engineer happy 
results like these, but one of the ways 
for promoting smooth working and 
mutual understanding among new col- 
leagues is to get a meeting of the 
newly-elected for a quite informal talk, 


and preferably for a meal or evening's — 
Little functions like © 


social enjoyment. 
these work wonders. It is the early 
understanding which is necessary and 


one must not forget that there is always — 


somebody holding office for the first 
time. 
have suggested. 


Do some 


of the scheme? Do they expect that 
the course of postal study will of itself 
fit them for chief office in their Local 


* s 


yan 


It breaks the ice to meet as we — 


students of the Labour — 
Party Study scheme expect too much 


Party, or even for paid office in the — 


Movement? If so, we would like to 
give a word of advice. Our friends 
must not think either of these things. 
The Study scheme alone will not 
qualify even for high office of a volun- 
tary nature. There must be the prac- 
tice and practical work in the Party 
to cement and prove all that one learns 
through the course. No ghastlier mis- 


take could be made by a student than — 


to suppose during his course of study, 
or before or after it, he can neglect 
Party office or leave Party work to 
others. 


There is no part of the country but ~ 


where improvement in local affairs and 


organisation is possible. When a 
student thinks there is nothing he can 
do to make his mark in his Local 
Party, he thereby confesses his want 
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of grasp of Labour Party affairs. There 
is work, and in plenty, in every quarter 
for young and vigorous minds who will 
apply themselves to Party problems in 
organisation. Even in those areas 
where Labour “holds the lot” and has 
carried all before it, there is practice 
to be had in the educational and 
social work of the Party, in the train- 
ing of converts and missionaries, and 
in endless other directions. We hope 
study students will note all this—a 
nod is as good as a wink to a blind 
horse! 


Questions 
Answered 
Here 


The Editor invites readers to send 
in queries of general interest on 
organisationaland technical matters. 
Queries for which a reply is 
desired the same month, should 
reach us by 6th of the month. 


PRINTING : AVOIDING INCREASED 
PRICES : OUR SUGGESTIONS 


Paper prices are going up. But 
despite any scaremongering on the 
part of ‘ocal printers, we advise our 
readers not to get stampeded into pay- 
ing excessive increases on printing. 
Labour’s Cost of Living Campaign has 
its application even to printing, and 
in this direction consumers are just as 
much open to exploitation as in food. 

It is perfectly true that paper prices 
have gone up, and so have most other 
raw materials of the printing trade 
equally with the raw materials of other 
trades. The questions arise as to 
whether the printing trade itself has 
put ap a_ sufficient fight against 
increased prices; whether all the 
increases, plus, as seems to be expected 
in some quarters, an extra percentage 
for the printer should be passed on to 
the consumer. or whether economies 
both in the printers’ economy of pro- 
duction and in the customers’ method 
of ordering, coupled with variations in 
other ways, can enable the old prices 
to remain. In most cases in which our 
readers are concerned, we believe that 
last consideration holds good. 

In the first place our readers should 
not be scared by talk about news 
print. It is true there has been a big 
increase here; that newspapers are 
economising; and that the situation 1s 
likely to get worse; but news print is 
not the raw material for Labour elec- 
tion addresses, etc., and the increases 
in ordinary printing papers have not 
been anything like so steep. 

We ourselves believe that the 
methods in many printing houses are 


slack, particularly in the smaller job- 
bing house. There is far too much 
variety in jobs, and with more special- 
isation and standardisation (even if by 
the aid of trade printers) printing 
prices could actually be brought down 
rather than be put up. 

This, of course, is a job for the 
printers themselves, and for trade 
printers, too, The small printer is 
very much like the old-fashioned 
farmer. He doesn’t want, and doesn’t 
believe in co-operation. He would 
sooner use a heavy machine for print- 
ing the smallest job, and stock, or 
send out to buy, oddments of paper 
and board for almost every job, rather 
than make arrangements with other 
printers to specialise. 

So far as this concerns our readers. 
the question might be asked why on 
earth do we require so many different 
forms and sizes of election addresses, 
envelopes, poll cards, letter heads, 
folders, news sheets, etc., etc. Except 
where one desires (and therefore ought 
to be prepared to pay for) singularity 
and distinctiveness, there is no earthly 
necessity for all the variations which 
we demand from our printers to-day. 

We have taken at random 40 samples 
of printing from our stock of speci- 
i ueaiherc, | are actually 25 
different sizes of paper, though the 
necessities do not demand more than 
two variations, nor are more than two 
or three at most qualities or classes of 
paper necessary. The 25 jobs could 
have been done with only four varia- 
tions instead of 25, or if we allow for 
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tints eight variations would have given 
complete _ satisfaction. Out of 15 
varieties of cards in five different shades, 
only two shades seem to Us to have 
been really necessary, and only thre« 
varieties of cards. 

These facts bear an obvious moral 
in view of increasing prices, particu- 
larly if a General Election is to come 
this year, or next year, by which time 
prices may be expected to have even 
more sharply risen. We suggest to 
election agents and others that the 
standaidisation of sizes which we have 
long urged, is now a matter of neces- 
sity. So, too, is the question of 
greater co-operation among neighbours 
in placing printing orders. 

What necessity is there in a County 
returning ten Members for there to be 
that number of different sizes and 
types of election addresses? Any big 
Labour printer would jump at the job 
of doing the ten election addresses as 
one order, even if every ome was “ét 
differently (though there ought to be 
some room for common matter). Paper 
would be bought more advantageously, 
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Printers of this Journal. 
Let us help you in your 
work by producing 
your literature In good 
and tasteful style at 
reasonable prices, and 
with quick despatch, 
Send us your enquiries. 


THE BLACKFRIARS PRESS 


Phone 27164 LIMITED 
Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester 


and every process of production could 
be cheapened. 

There is a lot more in this question 
of co-operation which ought to be 
explored by County Federations, 
Central Parties in divided boroughs, 
and in other suitable areas, such as the 
Black Country. Note that printers 
themselves come on the market and 
set us the example during the election 
times—when, by canvassing candidates 
in all parts of the country, certain 
firms are able to produce special lines 
at prices no local printer can compete 
with. 


There is another method of avoid- 
ing increased prices which readers 
might practise. Customers can avoid 
unnecessary proofs, unnecessary altera- 
tions, unnecessary “rushed” — orders, 
and the amount of waiting on by the 
printer which some fellows always 
seem to expect. It is by some con- 
siderations along these lines that both 
the printer and his Labour customer 
can secure satisfaction while the mar- 
ket is in its present disturbed state. 


FUND RAISERS 


The large number of clients on our books 
increased by our advertisements through 
the media of the ‘“‘Labour Organiser’’ 
proves the popularity of Football Com- 
petition Cards amongst members of the 
7 rantyes 


ARE YOU SHARING THE 
PROFITS TO BE MADE? 


Secretaries wishing to augment party 
funds by organising Football Competi- 
tions must receive their supplies from 


the cheapest firm in the trade noted for 


QUICK DELIVERY 
RELIABILITY and SERVICE 
WE SOLICIT YOUR ENQUIRIES 


® 
CAMBRIDGE PRESS 


Clayton-le-Moors, Accrington, 


Lancs. 


HELLO, WHERE’S MY “L.O.”—CAN’T MANAGE WITHOUT IT! 


(Says the sensible Secretary) 
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LABOUR PARTY DIRECTORY OF 
DIVISIONAL SECRETARIES 


MONTHLY LIST OF CORRECTIONS AND 
' ALTERED ADDRESSES 


2 Readers are specially requested to note that this list, published month by month 

in the “Labour Organiser,” is the only published record of D.L.P. changes. The 

list is based upon the current annual report of the Party, and we shall publish each 

eae key numbers of every constituency which has appeared in this and following 
sts. 

The importance of this information is seen when it is stated that over 200 altera- 
tions were published during the past year. When communicating with the Secretary 
of any other Division make sure that no alteration of address has been published in 
these columns, and do so by referring to our index list. No distinction is made 
between a change of secretary and a change of address—the new entry is given in full. 


Key to INDEx LETTERS REPRESENTING Lasour Party ORGANISING DISTRICTS. 


A North-Eastern District F South-Western District 
B North-Western District G Eastern District 
C Midlands District H Wales 
D Southern and Home _ counties J Scotland 
District K Universities 


E London District 


Key To Nature or CONSTITUENCY 


(CD) County Divisions (DB) Divisional Boroughs 
(SB) Single-membered Boroughs (BD) Borough Divisions 
(DMB) Double-membered Boroughs (U) Universities 


FULL LIST OF CONSTITUENCIES FOR WHICH 
CORRECTIONS HAVE ALREADY BEEN PUBLISHED 
Constituency Numbers: 2, 5, 15, 26, 33, 38, 47, 53, 62, 127, 140, 159, 167, 231, 
932, 239/41, 245, 249, 258, 262, 268, 294, 299, 303, 331, 378, 390, 394, 396, 423, 

446, 476, 480, 481, 540. 


FULL LIST OF CORRECTIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST 


MONTH 
Index Descrip- 
No. tion Name of Organisation Present Secretary and Address 
Ds CD Abingdon D.L.P. Mr. W. B. Gooppopy, c/o Post Office, Abingdon, 
Berks. 
Dg CD Buckingham Mr. R. OrcHARD, 107, Windsor Street, Wolverton, 
: ID Aey Bletchley, Bucks. 
B22 CD Macclesfield, Mr. A. H. Waicut, 55 Lyme Avenue, London 
DEAR: Road, Macclesfield. F 
F45 SB Exeter L.P. Mr. W. H. Harrison,. 31, Catherine Street, 
Exeter, Devon. ; 
A6és DMB Sunderland The SECRETARY, 19, Frederick Street, Sunderland, 
Di. Co. Durham. 


200 UP NEXT MONTH. WHAT’S YOUR OPINION OF OUR 17 YEARS’ 
CONTINUOUS PUBLICATION? 
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Index Descrip- “ 

No. tion Name of Organisation Present Secretary and Address - 

E263/5 DB St. Pancras Boro’. Mr. Stewart Harrison, 123, Drummond Street, x 
ye London, S.W.r. 

E280 BD Westminster Abbey Mr. R. W. Reap, 16, New Street, London, W.C.2. 
D.L.P. 

G305 CD Norfolk South Mr. J. Watson, Red Hill, Town Green, Watton, 
1B a yo Norwich 

D372 SB Kingston-on- Mr. S. R. BELL, 2, Clarence Villas, Hawks Road, 
Thames D.L.P. King:yoneon-Thames, Surrey. 


D375 CD Chertsey D.L.P. Mr. CC: Marrin, 21, Hampton Court Avenue, 
East Molesey, Surrey. 
C413 SB WorcesterD.L.P. Mr. Cc. C. Stayt, Labour Club, 18, New Street, 


Worcester. 

A44go BD Attercliffe D.L.P. Mr. G. SYLVESTER, 495, Staniforth Road, Sheffield, 
Yorks. 

A47o CD Shipley D.L.P. Mr. A. E. Roserts, 114, Shipley Fields Road, 


Bradford, Yorks. 


January 29th, 1938 AGENTS WANTED 


PENNY POOL 


THE LARGEST WORKERS’ FOOTBALL POOLS IN THE COUNTRY 


Everton Bolton W. 1 | es BEREBe®. 
Huddersfield Leeds 2) |. TV L lt t  e 
Portsmouth Stoke — 3 ll!) (3S aa ee 
Sunderland — Arsenal Al I) ee aaa eee 
Chesterfield _ Coventry nis | ee | “| bd hele 
Newport Millwall eT | | lili itt Sa 
Carlisle ___ Tranmere tiie | lf 1 tea 
New Brighton Lincoln 3 | | ta AL ei 
Rochdale Doncaster werk Fo Teal iss 
| Kilmarnock Dundee 10 | Fa | | iobatoiaa aie 
Queen of South Falkirk ——11| lL | 1) ai eee 
Queen’s Park Partick T. ” 42] | | | | ae eae 
Manchester U. Stockport 1 x q | [eat 13 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


Brock LETTERS 


WEEKLY TRADING VOUCHERS £30 DOUBLE PRIZES 3d. EACH. 
Labour Club and Party Secretaries’ Speciai Commission Rates to help 
Party Funds. SUPPORT YOUR POOLS. 


WORKMAN’S POOLS 
2 BURTON STREET, MIDDLETON, MANCHESTER . 


GOOD-BYE, ONE-NINETY-NINE—200 UP NEXT MONTH. 


